
The Business of  
Protecting the Environment

Companies are increasingly incorporating more 
environmental protection practices into their 
businesses, which not only can reduce costs and 

waste, but also improve their standing with their cli-
ents and general public. Business Environment Coun-
cil Limited (BEC) has been promoting environmental 
excellence and advocating the need for businesses to 
embrace sustainability. To learn more about its work 
and progress, 60 students from Carmel Divine Grace 
Foundation Secondary School visited BEC’s headquar-
ters under the Chamber’s Business-Schools Partnership 
Programme. 

Dr Veronica Chan, Programme Manager, Education 
of BEC, introduced the green features at its Kowloon 
Tong office. She explained how the green facilities and 
operational practices save energy by carefully control-
ling light, water, air and electricity. 

Light and motion sensors in rooms automatically 
adjust lighting based on ambient light intensity, and the 

presence of a user. LED lights are also fitted in the office 
to reduce energy consumption when in use. A rainwater 
collection system was installed for irrigation, washing 
and other purposes to reduce water usage. Dr Chan said 
the variety of potted plants around the office purifies 
the indoor air. 

“Technology is important to make these innova-
tions possible, but people are the most important factor. 
Our staff are encouraged to save energy and protect the 
environment through recycling materials, turning their 
computers to sleep mode when idle and making sure 
everything is switched off when they leave the office,” she said. 

Agnes Li, CEO of BEC, told students that BEC aims to 
enhance the Hong Kong business community’s understanding 
of sustainability to help their businesses succeed and grow. She 
also encouraged the students to develop an entrepreneurial 
spirit. “Everyone can be an entrepreneur if they cultivate per-
sonal character, think out of the box, keep reflecting on how 
they can improve and serve others passionately,” she concluded. 

Students learn how BEC is helping companies reduce their impact  
on the environment and win more customers




